Scenario One
A young person aged 14 doesn’t want to take part in a clinical trial on a new painkilling drug for arthritis, but his parents think it might help as he is always in pain.
Prompts for adults:

What should happen?

Who should decide whether he takes part?

What information might he need in order to make up his mind?

Scenario two

A clinical trial for children with brain tumours is showing good results with a large number of the children taking part showing signs of improvement and their tumours are getting smaller.  However the children taking part are having lots of side effects such as sickness, dizziness and they cannot sleep.  They want to stop taking part in the trial.
Prompts for adults

What should happen?

Who should decide whether the children carry on?

What information might they need in order to make up their minds?

Is there anything else that the researchers can do?
Scenario three

The researchers are not convinced that a child (aged 9) is happy to take part in a clinical trial and that they have fully understood what might happen.  They feel the parents might be pushing the child into taking part in the trial.

Prompts for the adults:

Does this matter?

What should the researchers do?

How should the researchers help the child to understand more?

What should they say to the parents?

Scenario four

Some children and young people do not know they are taking part in a trial.

Prompts for adults:

Does this matter?

When should a child know, when is it ok not to tell them?
Scenario five

During a six month trial of a medicine for children who are very sick, the researchers see drastic improvements in the children’s health and feel the medicine might save their lives.  Some researchers in the team want to give this new medicine to the children who are taking the placebo (pretend medicine).  Others in the team feel that they need to wait until they know more about the medicines and any side effects.

Prompts for adults:

What should the researchers do?
